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1, ] HAVE SPDKEN TO DOBRYNIN TWICE MORE ABODUT THE MATTER OF
POW'S HELD BY SYRIA, EACH TIME HE ASSURES ME THAT HE IS MAKING
OUR CONCERNS FULLY KNOWN IN MOSCOwWs BUT I AS YET HAVE NO
RESPONSE CONFIRMING ANY ACTION TAKEN WITH THE SYRIANS,

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

2. 1 ALSO SPOKE WITH DOBRYNIN REGARDING THE PROCEDURAL
DETAILS OF THE CONFERENCE (HAKT021). IN RESPONSE TO MY
COMMENTS THAT THE PARTIES SHOULD HAVE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO
MEET BY THEMSELVES IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE PROGRESSs HE SAID
PERMAPS SO BUT HE THOUGHT THAT yOU SHOULD DISCUSS IT WITH
GROMYKD AT GENEVA. HE SAID THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD INDICATED
THAT THEY THOUGHT THAT THE US AND SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES

SHOULD BE PRESENT IN THE BILATERAL MEETINGS, AT LEAST
IN THE INITIAL STAGES.

3, WITH REGARD TO THE FINANCINGs HE SIMPLY SHRUGGED HIS \
SHOULDERS AND SAID THAT IF THE UN REFUSED TO FINANCE: THE Cpon-
FERENCE WE WOULD THEN HAVE TO CONSIDER WHAT ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE
BEST. LAUGHINGs HE SAID THAT PERHAPS ISRAEL AND THE ARABS IMORI/CDF C03342192
SHOULOD PAY THE BILL.

4, AS TO THE SOVIET PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CONFER«.
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ENCEs» DOBRYNIN SAID THAT WHILE THEY MAD FIRST THOUGHT IT

WOULD BE A DEPUTY FDREIGN MINISTERs THEY HAD NOW ODECIDED THAT
IT WOULD BE AN AMBASSADORs EITHER ONE IN THE CHARACTER OF QuR
AMBASSADORS=AT~LARGE» THAT IS, (ONE WHO DOES NOT CURRENTLY

HAVE A POST, DR ONE OF THE AMBASSADORS PRESENTLY ASSIGNED Tn
THE MIDDLE EAST.

5., HE SAYS GROMYKO ACCEPTS WITH PLEASURE THE SUGGESTION Fpr
DINNER ON DECEMBER 17,
WARM REGARDS,
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